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Hello Newcomers, 

   We have reached our last Newcomers monthly meetings for the year and although our 

membership numbers have been affected by the economy, with fewer people retiring and 

moving to New Bern, we have had a very successful year.  The reason for that is:  volun-

teers.  Our club functions because people are willing to spend time and effort to make 

things happen and this year has been no exception. 

   All of our Board, Committee Chairs and Activity Leaders have done a wonderful job but 

Ellie Toombs has been exceptional as Editor of the New Directions Newsletter.  She 

hounds everyone who needs to provide information to get their contribution to her on 

time; takes picture at meetings; puts all this stuff in the newsletter format; sends it to the 

printer; folds it; sticks address labels and stamps on it; then is off to the Post Office to get it 

to us by the first of the month.  Our new Editor, Gloria Kelly, will do a great job, in part, 

because Ellie has been such a great teacher. 

   Sherry and Don Banzi have again scheduled an interesting program for our May General 

Meeting by inviting New Bern Police Chief Frank Palombo to speak to us about our local 

Police Force that has been protecting New Bernians since 1797.  I suspect that there are 

some interesting stories about nefarious activities in our new home. 

   Hope to see all of you at the General Meeting on May 12 and again for the picnic on May 

15.    

Jerry Crawford, President 

Newcomers of New Bern 
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Inside this issue:  

Upcoming  

Community Events  
Remembering the War  

May 6-9, 9am to 8pm  

Witness hundreds of re-enactors as 

thy recreate the Battle of New Bern 

complete with Naval Bombardment 

and return artillery fire.  Free admis-

sion. New Bern 300th Committee. 

North Carolina Symphony 

American Classics  

Sunday, May 16, 7:30pm at the  

New Bern Riverfront Convention 

Center.  Homegrown concert featur-

ing Bernstein, Copland, John Williams.  

Admission is $35. 

2010 MCAS Cherry Point Air 

Show  May 21-23, various show 

times.  The òBlue Angelsó are back at 

the east coastõs largest Marine Corps 

air station. 

More information on all of these 

events is available at 

 

www.VisitNewBern.com  

 

        www.newbernnewcomers.org 

The recipient of the 2009/2010 Charity Donation from the 

New Bern Newcomers Club is  FUEL.  FUEL stands for Food 

Underpinning Education & Learning .  Developed and overseen 

by members of Centenary United Methodist Church,  FUELõs 

aim is to ensure that elementary school children who receive 

free or subsidized meals during the school week, do not go 

hungry over the weekends.  Our donation will assist in expand-

ing the program to more children.  
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The Wine Tasting Club will have its final event Friday, 

May 7th.  It will be at the home of Tim and Karen 

McClear.  If you have not been to one of these wine 

socials we encourage you to come and enjoy.  For de-

tails and directions please contact Peter or Mary.  Those 

of you who have already received an email please let us 

know if you will attend so that we can track the num-

bers.  Thanks and hope to see you there. 

 

Contact Mary & Peter Whittlesey ,  

marypeterwhittlesey@yahoo.com,  

(727)543-5373 or  

Sheila Morin,  

Sheilamorin96 

@yahoo.com, 637 -4733 

 

Activity leader for 2010 -

2011 will be Alessandro 

Cagiati, 637 -6641, 

kathycag@embarqmail.com  
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Coffee Hour:  May 14, 10:30a.m.  

    

Luncheon:  May 25, 1:00p.m.  At  

Morganõs Tavern & Grill, 235 Craven St., 

plus optional trolley tour.  

 

 

        Day Trips  

 

Final dinners for the year are underway, and soon it will be 

time to schedule the April gatherings.  We hope everyone is 

enjoying meeting new people, discovering new areas, and 

tasting some delicious food, as we are.  . 

Co chairs are:  Janet MacLaren,  

 janetmaclaren@suddenlink.net , 288 -4399,  

and Joan Campbell, campgate@aol.com, 288 -5129 

 

Group Leaders for 2010 -2011 will be  

Charles & Diane Saraceno.  

Dining In for Eight                            Wine Tasting               

Singles Mingle Group  

 

On May 13,  we will be visiting the Aurora Fossil Museum and 

have a tour of the PCS Mining Facility .  This trip is limited to 12 

people and we expect it to fill quickly.  If there is sufficient interest, 

an additional tour may be scheduled for May 14.  Please make your 

reservation today by call Joe or Pat.  Thanks to Marsha Fau for ar-

ranging this trip. 

 

 Joe Stuppiello, 288 -4320, jtstuppiello@suddenlink.net or 

Pat Chylko, 672 -0223,  patchylko@hotmail.com  

 

*We are still looking for a volunteer to co -chair with  

Pat Chilko next year since Joe is graduating.  Please con-

tact Joe or Pat if you or someone you know is interested.  

 

.May 2, òBirthday Bashó from 3-5pm at Janet 

Mechlinõs, 1704 Pennyroyal Dr. (Greenbrier). 

Group Leaders are:                                                                     

Gini Gray, 634 -9157                                                                      

Carole Graham 635 -4915 

 

Co-Chairs for 2010 -2011 are: 

Wayne Fretwell, Donna Wilgus, Debbie 

Knight and Carol Jacobsen  



The Dominoes group invites new and experienced players 

to join us.  The next meeting date is: Wednesday, May 19, 

7:00 p.m.at the home of  

Bob & Liz Dorsey  

126 Norbury Dr. 

River Bend 

 

Call Liz or Bob at 638-6429 or email  

dorsey0672@aol.com to reserve your seat at the table.  

Bring a beverage of your choice. Light refreshments will be 

provided. 

 
 

Contact group leader for further details. 

 

Penny Sullivan, telephone 633-2272 

psullivan@gurunet.net  
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Ladies Bridge                     Couples Bridge  

  

Join US!!!  Couples Bridge!  

 

We play in the evening and determine where and 

when we will play after we play that month.  

We meet in each othersõ homes!! 

 

 

 

Contact Norma Judd ð  

636-8362 to play!!  
 

 Dominoes           

   

 

 Bowling  

     Just show up to join a fun group of nice 

people for Bowling at: 
 

Strike Zone  

3550 M. L. King Boulevard, New Bern  

Telephone 637-6033 

2nd and 4th Mondays, 3:00 p.m.   
 

Dinner follows at a local restaurant.  

 

No Activity Leader at this time. 



 

The May Book Club selection is  

Book:   The Spectator Bird 

Author:   Wallace Stegner 

Hostess:  Christine Bonheim 

Date and Time:  Wednesday, May 5, 2:00pm 

 

Christineõs address is 119 Emmen Rd., Taberna.  Call 

Christine at 288-4594 if you will be attending.  
Further information regarding Book Club can be ob-

tained from Mary Whittlesey , telephone (727)543-

5373, email marypeterwhittlesey@yahoo.com   

 

 

   

Outdoor Adventure  
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Book Club       Mahjong   

  

Saturday, August 28, 2010,    

Cape Lookout Cruise  

 

Youõll appreciate the stability and comfort of cruising on a 45-foot 

catamaran as it makes the six mile voyage to Cape Lookout.  Our 

cruise departs at 12 noon for the 1-1/2 hour sail to Cape Lookout 

where youõll enjoy two hours of swimming, snorkeling and some of 

the shelling on the east coast.  Upon arrival at Cape Lookout, the 

boat is beached, and we enjoy a delicious catered lunch.  Your bath-

ing suit and beach towel are all you need when you take this cruise.  

Large, clean restrooms and a freshwater shower are also provided 

for the return trip. 

 

Reservations should be made about 2 weeks before the event - 

around August 15 ($65/person) by calling 252-504-SAIL because it 

will be first come, first served.  Check the web site 

www.lookoutcruises.com.   
   

Contacts:  Steve Spaziante cell: 571 -3880 and June Dowd 

cell: 571-5210, email june515@suddenlink.net  

 

Our Newcomers Mahjong groupõs last games for the year will be 

held on May 6th and 20th at 1:00pm.  We will try and get together 

over the summer when possible.  At this time I will not be teaching 

new members but think about joining us in the fall!  Our group 

meets on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 1pm until 

3pm.  We alternate hosting at each otherõs homes so please email 

or call me to find the locations for the month.  We supply all the 

game materials.  All skill levels are welcome! 

 

  

Mary Jo Eichinger, telephone  

652-6073 or email  

windtidelane@yahoo.com .   

    

      Dining Out  

For more information contact Becky Preece at  

637-2165 or email becwith@embarqmail.com  

 

An activity leader is needed for the 2010 -2011 

year.  
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Crafters          

 
The upcoming months will again have some interesting crafts for us to 
try.  You donôt need to be an artist or an experienced crafter to do any of 
these classes; you just need an open mind, a laugh in your heart, and a 
willingness to try.  I hope to see you at one or all of the get -togethers.  
 
A sneak preview of upcoming activities:  

ö Knitting    May 11 & 25, at Sueôs home, 3548 Old Airport Road.  9:00 to 
11:00a.m. 

. 

ö Spring Basket Class  May 17, Monday, 10:00am to 4:00pm 
       This will be all day class for experienced basket weavers.  Class size           
        limit of 120. Cost will be $40 to $45.  Instructor Kathy Libby, at Hand       
works in Havelock. 
   
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Marsh at 637 -9371 or email 
sue1946@hotmail.com  
 
A Craft Activity Chair Person is needed for next year.   Please contact me 
immediately if you are interested in taking on this fun group.  I have lots of 
information share with you so you will not need to start from scratch.  

Pinochle  

 

Join us for a fun evening playing cards.  Beginners are welcome.  The date will be 

May 14 at 7:00pm at Rebecca and Richard Seegerõs house.  The date was changed so 

that all can attend the spring picnic on Saturday.  Contact Rebecca for directions to 

her house - email seegerrr@hotmail.com or phone 252 -876-8903. 

 

 

 

Visit www.newbern300.com to 

stay up to date on all of the 

fabulous 300th birthday events 

all through the coming months.  



New Directions Newsletter                  May 2010 Page 6 

Boaters    

 

In place of our regular May meeting on Sunday May 16 we will go for a midday/

afternoon power boat cruise up the Trent River to Pollocksville.  This event is being cap-

tained by Geoff and Patti Smith.  This is an opportunity for power boaters to get to know 

sail boaters better by inviting them to come along on what is a beautiful day cruise up the 

Trent River past large, beautiful riverside homes and pristine waters on the upper Trent.  

A Pot Luck Picnic will be held in the park at Pollocksville before we return.  More details 

will be forthcoming from the captains. 

 

On Sunday, May 23, Al Chapman and Dave Stevenson will be captaining a Regatta.  The 

power boat portion including chicane, docking and dinghy contest will be held in the inner 

harbor at Fairfield Harbour followed by a party at the Northwest Creek Marina at Fair-

field Harbour.  Details of the cruisers regatta for sail boaters is available from Dave Ste-

venson.  
 

Co-Commodores:  Al Chapman : telephone 637-9054, e-mail sailor224@aol.com or 

Dave Stevenson: telephone 633-3518, e-mail cherdave78@gmail.com  

The May Golf event will be held at: 

 

Star Hill Golf Course  

Cape Carteret  

 

Please mark your calendars for: Thursday, 

May 20.  Reserved tee times begin at 9:44a.m. 

Cost will be $55 (Senior $42) including cart.  A 

lower rate is still being negotiated.  We have 16 

slots so please reserve early with the Group 

Leaders.    
 

The Newcomers Golf events are fun, as op-

posed to serious, golf events.  So, if you are 
interested but are questioning your golfing acu-

men, don't worry.  All Newcomers , Alumni, 

ladies and gentlemen  are welcome to play.  

 

If there is agreement, a $2.00 Callaway handi-

cap system will be offered with all monies paid 

out. 

 
To sign up or to obtain more information, 

contact:  Bob Toombs , phone 638-4518, 

email rtoombs77@hotmail.com .  

Or Rob Thompson , phone 638-2565, email 

michris@embarqmail.com  

 

Group Leader for 2010 -2011 is  

Bruce Caskey, 288 -4447, 

b.caskey@hotmail.com  

Golf  

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR:  

This is my last edition of the New Directions Newsletter  

as Editor and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank  

all of you, readers, contributors and fellow Board  

Members for making this such a memorable experience 

for me.  I couldnÙt have done it with out your help.  I am 

sure that you all will assist my replacement, Gloria 

Kelly as well.   

                    Thanks a bunch, Ellie Toombs  
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Changed your mailing address?   

New e-mail address? 
 

Contact Marci Crawford 

Telephone: 636-0263 

SAVE THE DATE  MAY 15, 2010  
 

CREEKSIDE PARK  
NEW BERN  

 
1:00ñ5:00 PM  

CATERED PICNIC  
 
 

See reservation form insert  

Board of Directors  

 

President:               Sherry & Don Banzi               622-1895 

Vice-President:        Dana Burnham                      288-6731      

Secretary:               Karen Bartsch                       633-2980    

Treasurer:               Jim Kelly                              288-5668 

Activity Chair:         Steve Epperson                    876-2882                      

Membership:           Joan Muller                          288-4820  

Newsletter Editor:  Gloria Kelly                          288-5668  

Social Chair:      

Special Committees  

 

50/50                 Irene McCamley                         637-1940 

Sound System:       

Advisors  

 

Sandie Swigart                                                     633-4094 

 

Liza Granlund                                                      638-5799 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 - 2011 


