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Hello Newcomers, 

   In a few days we will have begun a yearlong celebration of our new home 

townõs 300th birthday.  The First Night activities head the list of many, 

many events that are scheduled throughout 2010 and promise to bring visi-

tors to New Bern, some for the first time, who will ultimately decide to live 

here.  When you meet out-of-towners please mention The Newcomers 
Club and all of our activities and hopefully we will have an influx of new 

members. 

   Elsie Moore and Joan Muller organized a wonderful Holiday Party and gifts 

from our members provided our adopted Holiday family with many very 

nice Christmas gifts.  The boys were each given a pair of jeans, sneakers, 

shirts, boxers and a Nurf Blaster.  One received a remote controlled truck 

and the other received lots of art supplies.  The girl made out very well with 

sneakers, shirts, jeans, two dolls, doll accessories, blanket, Santa hat, and a 

teddy bear.  Mom was given jeans, shirt, sweaters, a beautiful robe, shoes, 

kitchen ware and cosmetics.  They were also given over $100.00 in cash and 

a gift certificate.  The Newcomers Club can be proud of making a local fam-

ilyõs Christmas a lot brighter then it might have been otherwise 

     Many of us moved here, in part, because we are boaters and love to be 

on the water.  I am sure we all appreciate the beauty of the Trent  and 

Neuse rivers; the Pamlico and Albemarle sounds; the wetlands and salt 

marshes; the Intracoastal and the Atlantic Ocean.  We can all contribute to 

keeping our waterways clean and healthy.  Sherry and Don Banzi have in-

vited the Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation to make a presentation at our 

General Membership meeting January 13, 2010. 

Jerry Crawford, President 

Newcomers of New Bern 
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Inside this issue:  

Upcoming  

Community Events  
First Night New Bern  

December 31, 3:00 -midnight  

All of Downtown New Bern and 

the Riverfront Convention  

Center  

Admission $15 children under 10 

years are free  

Noises Off  

January 14-16, 22, 23, 28-30 

8:00p.m.; January 17 and 24 at 

2:00p.m.  

New Bern Civic Theatre  

$18 in advance 

$22 at the door  

New Bern the Revolutionary 

Town:  Marching to the Music of 

the Revolution  

Sunday, January 24, 3:00p.m.  The 

Palace gardens (weather permit-

ting)  

Admission free  

More information on all of these 

events is available at  

www.VisitNewBern.com  

        www.newbernnewcomers.org 



 

We would  like to thank all of those who attended the 

wine social at our home on Friday, December 11.  We 

had Italian wines and hors dõoeuvres and probably the 

best comment we can make about the event is that 

there was VERY little of either left over.  For those of 

you who have not taken advan-

tage of one of these get-

togethers, you are encouraged 

to do so.  It is a wonderful op-

portunity to share conversation 

(and laughter) with your new 

friends here in New Bern.  The 

next event will be announced at 

the January 13 General Meeting 

and via email.   We hope you have enjoyed your holidays 

and please accept our best wishes for a happy and health 

New Year. 

Contact Mary & Peter Whittlesey ,  

marypeterwhittlesey@yahoo.com,  

(727)543-5373 or Sheila Morin,  

sheilamorin96@yahoo.com, 637 -4733 
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Coffee Hour:  January 8, 10:30a.m.  

   At the home of Carole Graham  

 

Luncheon:  January 26, 1:00p.m.  

   At the Flounders Restaurant  

 

RSVP to Trudi @ 636-3547 for either event 

 

        Day Trips  

 

November dinners have gotten us off to a good start for the 

year.  We have received very positive comments...delicious 

food, wonderful conversations, and new friendships.  Our 

next dinner is scheduled for February.  We still have spaces 

for additional alternates.  Best wishes to all for a Happy New 

Year! 

 

Co chairs are:  Janet MacLaren,  

 janetmaclaren@suddenlink.net ,  

288-4399, and  

Joan Campbell,  

campgate@aol.com, 288 -5129 

Dining In for Eight                            Wine Tasting               

Singles Mingle Group  

 

On February 24, 2010 we will visit the Spice Bouquet 

(www.spicebouquet.com) in Kinston for a cooking demonstra-

tion.  The staff will provide us with a full meal for lunch. We 

will then visit Harmony Hall 

(www.historicalpreservationgroup.org/HistAssoc/HarHall/

index) which was built in 1772 and served as the residence of 

several prominent Lenoir County people since then.  At least 

15 are required for this trip.  Look to the January newsletter 

for further details including cost. 

 

 Joe Stuppiello, 288 -4320, jtstuppiello@suddenlink.net 

or Pat Chylko, 672 -0223,  patchylko@hotmail.com  

 

 

. 

Group Leaders are:                                                                     

Gini Gray, 634 -9157                                                                      

Carole Graham 635 -4915 

 

 

 

HARMONY HALL 



The Dominoes group invites new and experienced players 

to join us.  The next meeting date is: Thursday, January 

21, 7:00 p.m.at the home of  

Debbie & Dan Miller  

2308 Caracara Dr. 

Fairfield Harbour 

Call Debbie at 288-4900 or email  

millerdeb2003@yahoo.com to reserve your seat at the 

table.  Bring a beverage of your choice. Light refreshments 

will be provided. 

 

Hosts are needed for the balance of the year.  Dates are , 

2/18, 3/18, 4/15 and 5/20. 

Contact group leader for further details. 

 

Penny Sullivan, telephone 633-2272 

psullivan@gurunet.net  
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Ladies Bridge                     Couples Bridge  

Please join us for a fun filled afternoon of  

Ladies Bridge.  We play a very social game 

and all abilities are welcome.  

Ladies take turns hosting the 

bridge in their homes on the 

first Monday of the month at 

1:00pm.      

 
 

Please call Norma Judd, 

 636-8362, for more informa-

tion on the next play date. 

Couples Bridge meets the  first Friday of each month at 

7:30.  Contact the group leader for name and address of 

January host (s).   

   

We are a social group--all levels welcome.   

Couples can be men and women, 2 men or 

2 women as long as you have a partner, we 

just like to play bridge and have a good 

time.     
 

If you are interested in joining or would 

like to be a substitute, contact Norma 

Judd at 636-8362, email  

joejudd@suddenlink.net or come to 

the Newcomers meeting. 

 Dominoes           

   

 

 Bowling  

     Just show up to join a fun group of nice 

people for Bowling at: 
 

Strike Zone  

3550 M. L. King Boulevard, New Bern  

Telephone 637-6033 

2nd and 4th Mondays, 3:00 p.m.   
 

Dinner follows at a local restaurant.  

 

No Activity Leader at this time. 



 

The January Book Club selection is The Boys in the 

Trees  by Mary Swan.  Date is January 19 at 2:00p.m. at 

the home of Mary Whittlesey ., 305 North Carolina 

Dr., River Bend.  Please call Mary at (252)571-7084 if 

you plan to attend.  
Further information regarding Book Club can be ob-

tained from Mary Whittlesey , telephone (727)543-

5373, email  

marypeterwhittlesey@yahoo.com   

 

 

   

Outdoor Adventure  
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Book Club       Mahjong   

  

Saturday, January 9, 2010, 10:00 a.m.   

Fort Macon State Park Education Center  

 

See the new Fort Macon Education Center which opened  

October 31, 2009.  Included is an informational movie of the history 

of Fort Macon.  After viewing the new facility, we will take a self-

guided tour of the Fort.  If the weather is nice, and we feel like taking 

a walk on the beach, we just cross the parking lot to the beach side.  

Afterward, we plan to lunch at Carloneõs Pizza and Subs, 714 

Shepard St., Morehead City. 

 

Directions to Fort Macon State Park:  Take US 70 east to 

Morehead City and turn south on Atlantic Beach Causeway.  

Cross the bridge to Atlantic Beach and turn left on NC 58.  

The for is located at the tip of the island.  
Rainout is constituted by already raining or bad outlook during the 

time of the Adventure. 

 

Contacts:  Steve Spaziante cell: 571 -3880 and June Dowd 

cell: 571-5210, email june515@suddenlink.net  

 

Thinking about trying something different?  Consider joining the 

Mahjong group on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 

1:00p.m. to 3:00p.m.  This is a fun game to learn and we welcome 

new members!  In January we will be meeting on the 7th and 21st.  

This is a fun game to learn and we welcome new members.  We 

alternate hosting at each otherõs homes so please email or call me 

to find the locations for the month.  We supply all the game materi-

als including lessons!  All skill levels are welcome! 

 

  

Mary Jo Eichinger, telephone  

652-6073 or email  

windtidelane@yahoo.com .   

    

      Dining Out  

 

Watch the Newsletter for future Dining Out events. 

 

For more information contact Becky Preece at 637-2165 or 

email becwith@embarqmail.com  
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Crafters          

 
The upcoming months will again have some interesting crafts for us to try.  You donôt need to be an art-
ist or an experienced crafter to do any of these classes; you just need an open mind, a laugh in your 
heart, and a willingness to try.  I hope to see you at one or all of the get -togethers.  
 
A sneak preview of upcoming activities:  

ö 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesday of every month, Knitting  ,  at 3548 Old Airport Road -- Sueôs home ï email or call 
for directions) 9:00 to 11:00a.m. 

ö January 19 (Tuesday)  from 6:00 to 9:00p.m. Paint Your Own Pottery Class (back by popular de-
mand) at the Accidental Artist in New Bern, $8.00 studio free plus cost of pottery 

ö End of January/February Water Color Painting Class  
       An artist has to start somewhere.  Norm Robins is an artist and teacher of many different methods of 
painting.  His class of Water Color starts with the fundamentals of line drawing.  Through his entertaining 
methodology, one creates through compulsion and intuition and then applies design laws.  There will be four 
classes with at least two finished paintings. Supplies can be purchased at the class with a 10% discount 
from Art & Materials.  Buddy up with a new friend and purchase supplies to share.  Cost of class will be 
$80.00 ($20.00 deposit required when signing up) and the location will be Art & Materials in downtown New 
Bern.  Dates and time to be announced, but will be in the evenings of late January and early February. 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Marsh at 637.9371 or email 
sue1946@hotmail.com  

Pinochle  

 

Whether you already know how to play Pinochle, or want to learn, this is the right 

time to do it.  Pinochle is a card game that is easier than bridge but just as much fun 

to play.  Singles or couples are welcome but it would be best to have an even count 

per night.  Next game night will be January 23, 2010, 7:00p.m. at the home of Frank 

and Ingrid Phelps, 108 Drummond Pl., New Bern.  Contact the Phelps to confirm 

your place at the table. 

 

Contact:  Frank or Ingrid Phelps, 638-6842, fhp007z@yahoo.com  

RV Group  

 

Attention, RVers!  If you are looking forward to exploring the area in your camper/

RV, letõs do it together.  If you are interested in joining our new activity, please call 

or email Steve Epperson, 876 -2882, rsepperson@hotmail.com  
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Boaters    

 

The Boaters Group has had an active fall with presentations on sharks, oyster òfarmingó and by 

a local marine surveyor at our monthly meetings at the New Bern Yacht Club.  We participated 

in an outing to the Estuarium including lunch and the River Rover tour.  We held a Pirate Raft-

Up captained by Jim Matta in Lower Broad Creek. 

 

                                                   REGULAR MEETING  

January 17, 2010, 3:00p.m. 

New Bern Yacht Club 

BYOB, snacks provided 

 

 

The òwinter getawayó is being planned for Wilmington to include a visit to the USS North 

Carolina, shopping and sightseeing.  Plans are still being finalized. 

 
 

 

Co-Commodores:  Al Chapman : telephone 637-9054, e-mail sailor224@aol.com or Dave 

Stevenson: telephone 633-3518, e-mail cherdave78@gmail.com  

 

Please mark your calendars for: Thursday, 

January 21, 2010 when we will play Brandy-

wine Bay Country Club in Morehead 

City.   Reserved tee times begin at 10:00a.m. 

We have 16 slots reserved. .  Please reserve 

early with the Group Leaders  or at the next 

General Meeting, January 13.  The cost will be 

$25. including the cart.    
 

The Newcomers Golf events are fun, as op-

posed to serious, golf events.  So, if you are 
interested but are questioning your golfing acu-

men, don't worry.  All Newcomers , Alumni, 

ladies and gentlemen  are welcome to play.  

 

 

 

  

If there is agreement, a $2.00 Callaway handi-

cap system will be offered with all monies paid 

out. 

 

 
To sign up or to obtain more information, 

contact:  Bob Toombs , phone 638-4518, 

email rtoombs77@hotmail.com .  

Or Rob Thompson , phone 638-2565, email 

michris@embarqmail.com  

Golf  

Changed your mailing address?   

New e-mail address? 
 

Contact Marci Crawford 

Telephone: 636-0263 

E-mail:  marci-crawford@suddenlink.net 
 

And your òNewcomersó records will be updated. 
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Newcomers enjoyed another wonderful Holiday Party at the Flame Restaurant on De-

cember 4.  Our Social Co-Chairs Elsie Moore and Joan Muller wish to thank everyone 

who donated gifts for our adopted Holiday family.  As expected, Newcomers proved to 

be very generous. 


